
The Importance of Being Earnest List of Characters: 

Character Character breakdown 

Algernon (Male) Jack’s good friend, a witty and lazy bachelor who invents an invalid 
friend named Bunbury to get out of social duties.  
 

Jack (John) Worthington (Male) (also known as Ernest): The main character, a responsible country 
landowner who invents a wicked brother named Ernest to escape to 
London 

Gwendolyn Bracknell (Female) Algernon’s Cousin and in love with Jack, but knows him by the name of 
Ernest. 
 

Lady Augusta Bracknell (Female) Algernon’s aunt and Gwendolen’s strict, snobby, and bossy mother who 
stands for upper-class Victorian rules. 
 

Cecily Cardew (Female) Jack’s young ward, who lives in the country and falls for Algernon when 
he pretends to be the poorly behaved brother, Ernest. 
 

Miss Prism (Female) Cecily’s tutor who has a secret romantic past with Canon Chasuble and 
a messy history with a lost baby. 
 

Mr. Lane (Male) Algernon’s smart and dry butler 
 
 

Ms. Mary Hastings (Female) Algernon’s over-worked cook. She has had enough of Lane taking the 
fall for Algernon’s bad behavior and lack of pay. 
 

Reverend Chasuble (Male) The local priest at Jack's country estate, admired by Miss Prism. 
 
 

Mr. (or Mrs.) Merriman Jack’s butler at the country house. 
 
 

Mr. (or Mrs.) Parker A stern London lawyer (solicitor) from the firm Parker and Gribsby 
 
 

Mr. (or Mrs.) Grbisby 
 

Brother to Parker, he is stuttering, sheepish lawyer from the firm Parker 
and Gribsby. He has no backbone, which is why Algernon keeps getting 
away with not paying his bills.  

Viscount Mayfair (Male) Friend of Algernon, he seems to get himself out of sticky situations, 
with no help from Algernon and Jack.  
 

Lady Harbury (Female) Recent widow and friend of the Lady Bracknell. Lady Harbury and her 
other widowed aristocratic friends live for the tea that is spilt during 
their teatime.  



Lord Bracknell (Male) Lady Bracknell’s husband and Gwendolen’s father. Unbeknownst to his 
wife, Lord Bracknell lies about having poor health to avoid his wife Lady 
Bracknell and leaves the house often to “visit the doctors”.  

The Duchess Bolton (Female) A wealthy, powerful woman who shares a secret notebook with Lady 
Bracknell. They use this matching list to keep track of wealthy bachelors 
who are good enough to marry into their families. 

Evelyn Bolton (Female) Friend of Gwendolyn and daughter of the Duchess Bolton, she 
desperately yearns find her own Ernest.  
 

William (Male) The gardener who knows all and sees all at the Worthington estate. 
 
 

Servants, Party Guests, Victorian 
High Society individuals, Police, 
Creditors 

There will be opportunities for smaller ensemble roles. These may have 
a few lines and may be dual roles for an actor.  

 


